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ETHNOBOTANY (M.Sc., 2008 - 2009)

Elective Theory

Ethnobotany: concepts and definitions. Subdisciplines of ethnobotany. Interdisciplinary approaches.
Knowledge of following sociological and anthropological terms: culture, values and norms,
institutions, culture diffusion and ethnocentrism. History of Ethnobotany: A brief history of

ethnobotanical studies in the world and in India.

Distribution of tribes in India. Basic knowledge of following tribes of Tamil Nadu: Irulas, Kanis,

Paliyars and Malayalis.

Sources of ethnobotanical data: Primary - archeological sources and inventories, Secondary -
travelogues, folklore and literary sources, herbaria, medicinal texts and official records. Methods in
ethnobotanical research. Prior Informed Consent, PRA techniques, interviews and questionnaire

methods, choice of resource persons.

Ethnobotanical knowledge and communities: Folk Taxonomy Plants associated with culture and
socio-religious activities. Non timber Forest Produce (NTFP) and livelihood Sustainable harvest &

value addition

Bioprospecting and commercial use of traditional knowledge. Developing research partnerships:

Codes of ethics and research guidelines, equitable research relationships

Traditional knowledge (TK) in relation to Intellectual Property Rights and Biopiracy. Equitable
Benefit sharing models of the world. Problems in equitable benefit sharing.
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